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Joe Sherman, Bolivia, Class of 2005

At Maryknoll Lay Missioners we have a 
saying, άhƴŎŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ 
missionerΣέ because the experience of 
serving in cross-cultural mission changes us.  
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ плҌ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ aY[aΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
men, women, couples and families who 
have shared a portion of their lives in 
mission have been transformed through the 
experience and so seek ways to continue to 
honor that experience when they return 
home.  The following pages share a few of 
their stories, with information about their 
overseas ministries and how they have 
continued to live out a call to mission after 
transitioning back to the U.S.



Country:Venezuela and United States
Focus:Justice and Peace, Advocacy, Pastoral
Gerry Lee is a graduate of Wesleyan University, Gerry received his 
Masters of Divinity degree from Weston Jesuit School of Theology.
MKLM Ministry: Gerry, his wife Patti and their 3 daughters lived 
and worked in an urban barrio in Venezuela from 1984 to 1994. His 
mission work was focused on community organizing and human 
rights advocacy.

GERRY LEE, CLASS OF 1984

Current Ministry:  Gerry is the Executive Director of theMaryknoll Office for Global 
Concernssince May 2013. He has been actively involved with the Catholic Nonviolence 
Initiative , a project of Pax Christi International, and their work at the Vatican and the 
United Nations.

KATIE COLDWELL, CLASS OF 2010

Country: Brazil
Focus: Civil and Human Rights, Healthcare, Education, Pastoral
Katie graduated from Marquette University with a dual degree in Social Welfare 
and Justice and Theology. 
MKLM Ministry:  Katie worked as part of a special team that worked with 
women who are foreigners in prison. Her ministry provided social/legal services 
for the women in prison. She also worked with the women who were new 
arrivals to the prison helping them create coping strategies for survival, while 
caring for their health. 
Current Ministry: Katie recently completed the Master of International Peace 
Studies program at the University of Notre Dame.

http://maryknollogc.org/


KIMBERLY NAGY, CLASS OF 2005

TERENCE MILLER, CLASS OF 1987

Country:El Salvador, Focus:Healthcare
Kim holds a BA in Anthropology from Colby College, and a Masters in Social Work 
from Boston College. 
MKLM Ministry: Kim offered mental health services in conjunction with the 
parish́s general medical clinic. In addition to her therapeutic work, Kim also 
participated in music ministry.
Current Ministry: Kim works as a social worker at an outpatient counseling center 
in Portland, Maine serving refugees and immigrants. 

Country:Chile and United States, Focus:Human Rights, Justice and Peace
Terry graduated from Manhattan College with a degree in Peace Studies and 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƭŀǿ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ vǳŜŜƴǎ 
where he received his Juris Doctorate in 1982. From there he worked as a 
criminal defense attorney for the Legal Aid Society of Brooklyn.

MKLM Ministry: Terry worked with families of the detained, disappeared and tortured during the brutal dictatorship of 
Augusto Pinochet. Terry participated in the investigation and excavation of a mass grave in Constitución, Chile, where 17 
victims of the repression had been secretly buried. He helped prepare diocesan input that composed part of The 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άRetiggwŜǇƻǊǘΦέ 
In 1991 Terry and his wife Joan returned to the States where he joined the staff of the then Maryknoll Society Justice 
and Peace Office. He worked as a policy analyst and in 1993 was asked to become director of the office. During his 
tenure he helped lay the ground work for the formation of the collaborative Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns.
Current Ministry:Since 2007 he has served as Director of the Office of International Education and Senior International 
Officer for Marquette University located in Milwaukee, WI.



JASON GEHRIG, CLASS OF 1999

CHARLOTTE COOK, CLASS OF 1992

Country:Bolivia  Focus:Economic Development and Human Rights
Jason graduated from Texas A&M University with a degree in Civil 
Engineering. Before MKLM, he worked for five years as a civil engineer in 
Texas. Jason and his wife Felicia had three children while in mission. 
MKLM Ministry:Jason worked with indigenous groups to install drinking 
water systems in the northern Bolivian Altiplano. He worked in 
community organizing with neighborhood groups on water rights issues, 
including the politically charged issue of water privatization.

Current Ministry:Jason is an engineer in the water systems department of Ft. Worth and Felicia teaches at their 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜȄŀǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ

Country:Kenya, Focus:Healthcare, Education and Pastoral Work
Charlotte studied history and government at the University of Maryland. Before 
MKLM she worked for many years in health and community ministries including 
vocational training, mental health and transitional housing.  
MKLM Ministry:Charlotte was involved in several ministries in Nairobi, 
including counseling people living with AIDS; teaching religion in a high school 
for refugees; training community health works in counseling. What started as 
an interest in African culture while working in Kenya led to a Masters in African 
{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅƪƴƻƭƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎκ{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
Nairobi/Winona, MN. 

Current Ministry:After returning to the US Charlotte worked at US Catholic Mission Association for several years 
before joining the federal contracting field with the Bureau for Global Health in the US Agency for International 
Development (USAID.)



HEIDI CERNEKA, CLASS OF 1996

CURT KLUEG, CLASS OF 2003

Country: Brazil, Focus:Civil & Human Rights
Before MKLM worked in pastoral counseling at Loyola University Chicago. Heidi spent 
two years in Belize with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps. She received degrees from St. 
aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ .ŜƴŘΣ LbΣ ŀƴŘ [ƻȅƻƭŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ
MKLM Ministry:  Initially, Heidi worked with women in prostitution, and eventually 
began working full-time in the jails and prisons of Sao Paolo. She worked with the 
National Prison Ministry-ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎΩ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
policy and human rights issues with a specific focus on women in prison. 

She networked with local, state and national organizations to affect change in the treatment of women, the hearing 
of their cases, and opportunities for alternative sentencing. Heidi participated in a United Nations working group in 
Bangkok, Thailand to create Supplementary Minimum rules for the treatment of women in prison.
Current Ministry: Heidi is completing a law degree at Loyola University Chicago.  

Country: Kenya, Focus: Prison Ministry
/ǳǊǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
from Marian College as well as a Masters in Social Justice from Loyola 
University, Chicago. Prior to joining Maryknoll Lay Missioners in 2003, 
Curt worked with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps planning and facilitating 
workshops and retreats.

MKLM Ministry: Curt worked in prison ministry where he served as a liaison between prisoners and their families. 
He was involved in the Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) where he coordinated and helped facilitate 
workshops promoting personal active-nonviolence. Through AVP prisoners and staff were empowered to 
transform conflict in their lives and address conflict in more life-giving ways. 
Current Ministry: Curt works as Program Manager for the Jesuit Volunteer Corps in Detroit, Michigan.



KEVIN MESTRICH, CLASS OF 1992

MARY OLDHAM, CLASS OF 2009

Country:Kenya and United States, Focus:Education and Leadership
Kevin holds a B.S. in Business Economics from Fordham University and an M.S. in 
Nonprofit Leadership and Strategic Management from ManhattanvilleCollege. 
MKLM Ministry: In Kenya, Kevin worked at the KibagareGood News Centre, a 
program that houses, feeds, and educates poor and orphaned children from the 
KibagareVillage and surrounding slums. During his 11 years there, Kevin served as a 
teacher, principal, and assistant director. In 2003, Kevin and his wife Agnes returned 
to the U.S. where Kevin served as the Executive Director of MKLM from 2003-2008.
Current Ministry: Kevin is the Director of Development of the CamphillFoundation.

Country:Kenya, Focus:Education, Healthcare
Mary earned a BS in Chemical Engineering from Iowa State University. She 
worked for 10 years in process improvement and project management in 
manufacturing. She was a Catholic Relief Services Fellow in Uganda where 
she led a micro-finance project. 
MKLM Ministry:  Mary worked with the AIDS Orphans Project in Mombasa. 
The mission of the project is to be a sign of hope to families and children 
afflicted or affected by HIV/AIDS. Through the project, orphans receive a 
basic education and skills that will help them find employment, live with 
dignity, and contribute to the enhancement of their communities.
Current Ministry:After returning to the U.S., Mary completed a M.S. in 
Public Affairs with a concentration in Environmental Policy.  She is currently 
working at the Minnesota University Environmental Institute.   



TIM hΩ/hbb9[[, CLASS OF 1999

ERICA OLSON, CLASS OF 2009

Country: El Salvador and US, Focus: Development
Tim attended the University of Massachusetts Amherst where he 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ ¦Φ{Φ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
Policy from American University in Washington, DC. 
MKLM Ministry: Tim and his wife, Ellen, arrived in El Salvador in 
January of 2001, three days before the first of two earthquakes would 
devastate the country. Tim went to work with Daughters of Charity of 
St. Vincent de Paul doing earthquake reconstruction, primarily in the 
departments of La Libertad and San Salvador. In the spring of 2002, 
Tim and Ellen returned to the US for a short time to give birth to their 
first child, Devin. The family returned to El Salvador, completing their 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 5ŜǾƛƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ  ¦Ǉƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ 
the U.S. in May of 2003, Tim and Ellen continued as Lay Missioners 
working in recruitment and advancement.   
Current Ministry: Tim now works as a Campus Minister for Latino 
Outreach at Villanova University. 

Country: El Salvador, Focus: Community Development, Pastoral 
Erica attended Boston College, where she received a degree in 
International Studies, with a minor in Faith, Peace, and Justice. 

MKLM Ministry: Erica worked in a small, indigenous town in the western 
part of El Salvador.  Her ministries included working with an indigenous 
association to market and diversify their products, to increase the publicity 
of the town and their work preserving the indigenous culture. She also 
worked with the local Catholic parish to better organize their ministries.  She 
helped develop a team to implement formation of parishioners in the social 
doctrine of the Church and to prepare workshops addressing both the 
spiritual and material needs of the community.
Current Ministry:  After completing her first contract with MKLM in 2013, 
Erica decided to continue living and working in El Salvador and is now on 
staff with Habitat for Humanity there.  


